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Resolution 1978-06-16 
 
AFRICAN SWINE FEVER 
 
WHEREAS, on May 30, 1978, the presence of African Swine Fever (ASF) was confirmed in Brazil 
whence this disease may spread rapidly throughout South America, posing an ominous threat to the 
entire swine industry of that continent; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 6, 1978, ASF was confirmed in the Dominican Republic with spread of infection 
anticipated for a significant segment of islands in the Caribbean thus enlarging possibilities for 
introduction into Central America, Mexico, the United States, and Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS, ASE virus has capabilities for devastating the swine industry of the Western Hemisphere with 
consequent profound adverse impacts upon the economy of many nations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the fauna of the Western Hemisphere has not been exposed previously to ASF virus and the 
potentials of various wildlife species becoming victims to or serving as reservoirs for this foreign animal 
disease have not been defined; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its annual convention at Baltimore, September 13, 1978, expresses grave concern over introduction 
and spread of ASF in the Western Hemisphere; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that IAFWA supports biologically sound agency programs and legislation 
directed toward preventing spread of ASF in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
 
Adopted September 13, 1978 
Baltimore, Maryland 
 
